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Thank you for downloading 36 BINGO! My goal is to provide quality resources for 
the busy classroom teacher, saving you time and energy. (Why reinvent the wheel, 
right?)  If you’d like to know about my new releases and special offers, go to my store, 
Pamela Kranz & click on “ * Follow Me” at the top of the page.
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Terms of Use 

Thank you for your purchase.  This product is the property of the publisher, Pamela Kranz, and is licensed to 
you for classroom/personal use as a single user.  The publisher retains the copyright and reserves all rights to 
the product.  

As the original purchaser of this product~
YOU MAY:
✓ Use items (free and purchased) for your own students or your own personal use.
✓ Copy this item for use in your classroom.

YOU MAY NOT:
✓ Redistribute, edit, or post this document for sale/free on the internet in any form, (even on a personal or 

classroom website). This is strictly forbidden and is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act 
(DCMA).

✓ Obtain this product through the channel listed above.  

If you are NOT the original purchaser, please download the item from my store before making any copies. 
Additional licenses are available in my store at a reduced rate. Please contact me at kranz.p54@gmail.com if 
you wish to be granted special permission.
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1 15 20 3 6 2

4 7 19 13 5 9

8 10 4 16 22 11

12 17 22 18 24 36

31 23 27 30 33 25

26 28 29 34 32 35

EXAMPLE:
You rolled 4, 5, 6. One way 

to use those numbers is

(6 X 4) – 5 = 19
What if 19 had already been 

marked off.  What other 
solutions can you get using 

4, 5, and 6?

8 Ways to Win!

What is 
your 

strategy 
to win?

HORIZONTALLY FINAL FOUR SWEET SIXTEEN

DIAGONALLY

VE
R

TI
C

A
LL

Y
36 Bingo - A fun way to challenge your math thinking!
Materials: paper (or game board), pencil, 3 die

Directions: Each player draws a 6 X 6 grid on his/her paper (or uses the game board).  Number the squares from 
1 - 36 in any order.  Decide who goes first.  Roll the 3 die.  You may +  –  X  or ÷  the numbers you rolled in an equation to 
get one of the solutions on your 36 Bingo game grid.  Each person rolls his/her own set of numbers.  All three numbers 
must be used and can be used only once per roll.  Mark your solution on your game board.  Be sure to record your 
equation to get credit for the answer.  When you think you have won, have your partner(s) check your solutions for 
accuracy.  If one of the equations doesn’t work, unmark that answer and play continues. See below for various ways to win.

Try this!  Use a deck of cards or combine several old decks - aces through 9s.  Each player draws 3 cards and proceeds 
as above.  When finished, place the cards in a discard pile.  When the draw pile is empty, reshuffle the discards and use 
them again.  

36 BINGO      -1-   ©2012 Pamela Kranz  All Rights Reserved



36 Bingo~ Teacher notes...
This has been a popular game in my math classroom. I usually teach it early in the year, so I can have it in my arsenal of go-to activities.  
Once the students learn how to play, it’s a great game to leave for substitutes!  Many subs have commented how engaged the students 
were when playing. Depending on age and ability of your class, some may need more support than others to get started. I’ve included my 
introduction to 5th and 6th graders. Adjust accordingly.  

Activity Prep:
Run copies of 36 Bingo instruction sheet, along with enough game boards (run front to back, cut in half) for everyone.  Each group will 
need 3 dice per group (or decks of cards Ace-9 per group) pencils.

Introducing 36 Bingo the first time~ 
Organize students in pairs or threes.  Using 4, 5, and 6, everyone creates as many number sentences as possible in two or three minutes 
(set a timer).  Turn and Talk*: What’s the largest number they could get by solving their equation?  What about the smallest? What 
operations were used to get those answers?  Record several of their equations. It’s a good quickie assessment to check flexibility in 
thinking.  Note: From a teaching standpoint, students need to have both operations in one number sentence.  Do this:  (4 X 6) – 5 = 19; 
not this: 4 X 6 = 24 – 5 =19

Play the game~   
Give everyone a game board and instruction sheet. Each person silently reads instructions. Next, they talk you through the steps to 
get started, while you model numbering the game board from 1-36 by using the document camera (or overhead or white board), 
randomly placing the numbers, but doing it in consecutive order to be sure to get every number.  Pick one of the equations from the 
warmup to start. Be sure to record.  Check for understanding; answer questions; let them play. If there’s a group that generally needs 
more assistance, pull them together and play with them until they get it.  

Determining winners~ Place a copy of Ways to Win on overhead (transparency)/white board.
Depending on class size, there can be one to three winners per way to win.  For example:  3 students “captured” the 
4 CORNERS.  Write their names on that Ways to Win board and announce 4 CORNERS closed.  When someone thinks they’ve won 
one of the ways, they first have to present their equations to the other players in their group for checking. (It helps if they highlight the 
equation or put a star beside it for a quick check.  It saves a lot time spent hunting for the equation.) After partners agree on accuracy, 
that player brings it up to be added to the “Winners List”; then returns to his/her seat and continues play.  They can win more than once.  
Note: Feel free to adapt the “winner” rules to work in your classroom.

Differentiation opportunities~ Extensions
Blackout- Fewest rolls needed, making as many solutions from those three numbers possible before rolling again.
Roll 4- Use four die or pick four cards. Make as many solutions from four numbers before rolling/drawing again.  All four 
numbers must be used once.  
     Additional Considerations and Uses~
Control numbers used (1-6 or 1-9)  •  Order of operations practice (PEMDAS) •  Use of parentheses  •  Numbers used as 
fractions or exponents  •  Positive & Negative Integer possibilities   •  Strategic thinking by manipulating the numbers for a 
desired result  •  Use as a go-to game when students finish other assignments  •  Remediation practice of math facts  •  math 
centers
Depending on grade level and sophistication of the students, there is a vast opportunity for discovery in this game.  I don’t tell them that 
they can use the numbers as exponents or positive/negative integers.  The students who get it and are fluent figure it out on their own.  
Usually, that leads to others wanting to try it.

Homework opportunities~
Send it home! The expectation is they take the rules home and teach their parents/ siblings how to play. It also gives parents another 
way to help their kids learn their math facts.  To get credit, they need to bring the game board back, showing someone won at least 3 
different ways.  If they weren’t the winners, they need to bring the winning board back, along with theirs. If there’s no one to play against, 
students can play Solitaire and again, need to win at least 3 different ways.  

* Turn and Talk is a technique used to get everyone involved in the discussion.  They turn to the person next to them and 
both share their thoughts. I give them 15-30 seconds; and then we share out.

Grade levels: 4th - 8th 
Time: 1 math period
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Name:________________________

36 Bingo!

Number your grid from 1-36.  Record equations below.

36 Bingo!

Name:________________________

Number your grid from 1-36.  Record equations below.
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Record additional equations here. Record additional equations here.
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